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The newspapers and radio stations of the DDR have been instructed to publish
nothing about the effects of the Grotewohl letter to Chancellor Adennuer
oxcept what they recelve directly from the Office of Information or from the
press office of the SED, This prchibition was issued after a discussion of
ths Grotewohl letter by the Politbflro with Ambassador Semeonov and two other
Fussian officials 18 December st SED headuuarters.

2. At the sbove meeting a report was presented py ths ef{ect of the Grotewohl
ietter in Weat Germany and the other wsstern nutions. The report treated
the effect on the West Cerman government, on industrial cirecles, om the church.
on the trade unions, on the univerditliss, on the vress, and on various speciaj
grouns such as former Wehrmacht officers and former members of the N3DAP.

3. The report stated that the Grotewchl letter is the first successful SED
attenpt to gain support in West (Gesrmapny after the feilures of the Huational
Front and the Peace Movement. It was estimated that 50% of the Wesi CGearman
press has accepted the principle of s West German - East Gérmsn confsrencs.
The pressurs of public opinion is against Chancellor Adenauer's rejection of
the leatler. The SED' is emozed at the speed of the West German reaction, for is
had suoposed that furthsr steps would be necessary to arocuse the desired suppyyd.
The SED now believes that the absolute opponents of Easi-West talke are in a
small minority.,

4. Prom this report the Politbl@ro drew the conclusion that its orszsent courss
ig correct and that it must continue its propsgends for a rapprochement whils
at the same time increasing the tewmpo of bolshevization of the DDR.

5. The Fussian viewpoint was stated as follews: Everything must bs done to nrevey.
the remilitarization of West Germany and its integration into the Atlantic Pay .
France and Great Britain heve already showm some reluctance and the USSR must
de everything in its vower to strengthen this resistance. The Four .Power
Gonference will offer an opportunity to influence these nations.

6. GG - 5:ssien tinetable for this program calls for

increasling the nropagesnda pressure through the winter., It is exnect.ed that
Foet Cermany will be ready o succuab to this vressure by the spriag of 1951,
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